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Hello from the Grassroots Oregon Project. The GO! Bulletin is a statewide source of
updates on issues, events and activities related to people with developmental disabilities.
You are receiving this GO/ Bulletin as a Member of The Oregon Disability Network, a
collaborative effort of the Oregon Council on Developmental Disabilities, and the Oregon
Developmental Disabilities Coalition.

SOME DD SERVICES RESTORED!!!

On Thursday, July 22, the Emergency Board will vote to restore some of the
reductions scheduled to occur in the Developmental Disabilities Program. The
restoration is coming from funding currently being held in the Emergency Board Fund.
Many self advocates, families, service providers, and others wrote letters, sent emails
and talked with legislators and the press about the devastating impact the reductions
would have on people with developmental disabilities and their families.  Thank
you!!l Your voices were heard!!!

In a press release from the Speaker of the House and President of the Senate:

“Some of the restorations will protect services through the remainder of the biennium,
ending June 30, 2011. Others will be protected until March 1, 2011. For the latter,
restoring these services into next year will allow the Legislature to get at least three
more revenue forecasts, determine the level of federal aid that may be available, and
immediately ensure the safety of thousands of Oregonians receiving assistance.

"By restoring these cuts now, we're avoiding higher costs down the road and retaining
federal dollars. As we move ahead, we'll continue to look at these factors along with
our priority of protecting the most vulnerable amongst us,” said President Courtney.

“From the moment we received the last forecast and learned of the $577 million
deficit, we said we would approach these cuts thoughtfully and carefully; that we
would act when we had plans in place to protect Oregonians and that we would be
guided by a set of principles that protected the most vulnerable Oregonians...
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...and protected our long term investments in the future of Oregon. Thursday’s E-board
action is the next step along that path,” said Speaker Hunt.

Restorations specific to developmental disabilities include:

Medicaid Personal Care 20 through June 2011

In-Home Supports for Children / Long Term Care through June 2011

Case Management for Children through February 2011

Targeted Case Management in counties and brokerages through February 2011
DD Family Support Program through February 2011

Reductions that were not restored include:

Reduce county DD Program and brokerage administration by 10%
Eliminate county and brokerage quality assurance staff

Reduce comprehensive services rates by 6%

Reduce DD special projects and training

Reduce DD crisis diversion

Reduce county Regional Programs by 10%

Reduce housing extended maintenance

For a full listing of the reductions and restorations please go to the DD Coalition
website at www.oregonddcoalition.org

WHAT DO WE DO NEXT? THANK OUR FRIENDS!!!

There were many legislators that worked long hours to come up with a plan to restore
some of our most critical services. PLEASE thank them for all the work they have
done on behalf of people with developmental disabilities and their families.

Key Legislators

Senator Courtney sen.petercourtney@state.or.us
Representative Hunt rep.davehunt@state.or.us
Representative Buckley rep.peterbuckley@state.or.us
Representative Kotek rep.tinakotek@state.or.us
Representative Sara Gelser rep.saragelser@state.or.us
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Members of the Emergency Board

Sen.fredgirod@state.or.us
sen.betsyjohnson@state.or.us
Sen.rodmonroe@state.or.us
Sen.davidnelson@state.or.us
Sen.chipshields@state.or.us
Sen.joanneverger@state.or.us
Sen.dougwhitsett@state.or.us
Sen.jackiewinters@state.or.us
Rep.vickiberger@state.or.us
Rep.davidedwards@state.or.us
Rep.billgarrard@state.or.us
Rep.bobjenson@state.or.us
Rep.bettykomp@state.or.us
Rep.tinakotek@state.or.us
Rep.nancynathanson@state.or.us
Rep.gregsmith@state.or.us

Your own legislator: http://www.leg.state.or.us/writelegsltr/

STAY INVOLVED!

In some instances these restorations are temporary. In other areas, like Early
Intervention / Early Childhood Special Education policymakers have delayed addressing
the reductions until they have more revenue information. Even more significant
reductions are projected for the next budget cycle. WE NEED YOU!!!

Make certain you and your friends are members of the Oregon Network. Submit
the sign up form via email today.

Read and the share the GO! Bulletin

Respond to Action Alerts

Talk to your legislator and share your story about the difference your services make
in your life

Participate in local advocacy activities

GO! Bulletins are published by the Oregon DD Coalition | GO! Project Coordinator: Cheryl Cisneros
Email: info@oregonddcoalition.org

The mission of the Oregon DD Coalition is to promote quality service and supports which respectfully further
the rights, equality, justice, and inclusion for all Oregonians with developmental disabilities and their families.
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